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CAPTAIN’S HILL HOA NEWSLETTER 
 

FEBRUARY  2022 
 

This is our first newsletter of the new year, so Happy New Year to everyone.  We hope 
your year is off to a good start! 
 
The Board of Directors held their first meeting of the year on January 18.  The first item 
of business was to review the results of the annual meeting, and to elect officers to 
serve this year.  Officers elected were:  Mark Eggen, President;  Harry Hall, Vice-
President;  Laurel Herzog, Secretary;  Ron  Thompson, Treasurer;  Patti Pratley, Member-
at-Large.  The following committee chairs were also chosen:  Vicki Bousman, Landscape, 
Ron Thompson, Maintenance  (thank you both for serving again!) and Patti Pratley, 
Social. 
 
Local News:  Captain’s Hill resident, Susan Bach, will be playing her guitar and singing at 
Trevor’s At The Tracks on February 15, from 6 - 9 pm, and again on March 17.  Also 
coming up in March is the Dana Point Festival of the Whales, and the Swallows Day 
parade and festivities in San Juan Capistrano. 
 
Pest Control:  Some residents have reported the presence of rats on their property.  One 
way you can help prevent this, is by not feeding the birds.  The rats come to take 
advantage of the food that the birds have not eaten.  Do not poison the rats!  Hawks and 
other birds of prey will die if they eat a poisoned rat.  You can also alert our 
management company if you have a problem.  We have a pest control company that we 
work with. 
 
Landscape Corner:  We have several areas of turf grass that have had years of damage to 
their health and vitality.  We are trying to save the grassy areas as much as we are able, 
however, many of these areas could not be saved.  This is due to several issues: 
     Grub worms (June Bugs) that tunnel just under the surface and chew through the 
root  zone 
      Rabbits continually chew the grass down to turf level.  The continued feasting by the 
rabbits causes so much stress, the grass cannot recover.  Water, fertilizer, aeration or 
fencing off the affected areas cannot make it recover. 
     Sometimes excessive watering or the rainy season will help, but as soon as the 
excessive water stops, the turf grass becomes brown.  Our best option has been to 
replace these damaged grassy areas with shrubs with growing habits (sun/shade, rabbit 
resistance, drought tolerant) conducive to our community look and feel.  We’re using 
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plants of various textures as we have at the community entrance:  African Lilies (Dietes), 
Sea Lavender (Statice) Society Garlic, Purple Bougainvillea, Lavender and New Zealand 
Flax.  We will need to give these new shrubs time to grow and fill in. 
     The Landscape Committee continues to meet the third Friday of every month at 
10:30am at the Pool Parking lot.  Anyone interested is welcome to join our walkthrough.  
If you have an area you are concerned about, please contact the management company 
and we will add it to our walkthrough. 
 
Maintenance Committee Report:  The walkway lighting in the upper greenbelt area has 
been repaired.  The lighted post at the lane divider at the del Obispo exit has been wiped 
out again.  Please use caution!  Parts to replace it are on order, but this is an expense 
that the association could avoid if members and guests would slow down when driving 
in the community.  The posted speed limit is 15mph.  On that same subject, too many 
drivers are ignoring the stop signs at Spinnaker and Windjammer, and Windjammer and 
Spyglass.  The signs are there for everyone’s safety.  Please do your part! 
 
Monthly Reminders:  There are still a few dog walkers who are not picking up after their 
pets. Picking up the poop with a plastic bag, but leaving the bag for the gardeners or 
others to dispose of, is not acceptable. Please, be a good neighbor!  An architectural 
application must be approved by the Board before any work can commence.  Members’ 
complaints cannot be addressed by the Board unless a complaint form has been 
completed.  Forms are available on our website or from management.  Written requests 
for Board action need to be received by management 10 days prior to a Board meeting.   
Board meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month.  The association website is 
www.captainshill.org. 
 
 
 

For maintenance requests, forms, questions, concerns, emergencies, etc. 
contact Dana Pacific Management at (949) 248-4300, or 
pbell@danapacificms.com. 
           

http://www.captainshill.org/

